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Mission Accomplished
George Fox’s degree-completion program serves the needs of working adults while staying true to the University’s purpose

University Exceeds Campaign Goal
Funding is still needed for the Stevens Center construction and Wood-Mar Hall renovation
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Tops In Teaching
Kathleen Gathercoal and Michele Johnson receive the 2001 teaching awards

Michele Johnson, associate professor of busi-
ness, below, says she tries to avoid set lectures,
coming to class with a plan that “lets me move in
many directions.” Among the unusual teaching
methods she uses are Monopoly games with
extras like account statements and balance
sheets, making pizzas as a way of showing how
to determine product costs, and making paper
quilts as a business-viability exercise.
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For the first time, two awards have
been presented to George Fox
University faculty members for

excellence in teaching.
Added this year to the traditional Fac-

ulty Achievement Award for Undergrad-
uate Teaching is a new award for gradu-
ate teaching.

The doubling of awards acknowledges
George Fox’s growth, with more pro-
grams serving a wider range of academic
needs.  

The two winners share in an award-
winning passion to help students reach
their potential.  Winning the undergradu-
ate teaching citation is Michele Johnson,
associate professor of business. Receiv-
ing the first graduate teaching award is
Kathleen Kleiner Gathercoal, associate
professor of psychology.

The honors were announced at the
annual academic awards chapel, during
which  Gathercoal and Johnson each
received a $2,500 award. Recipients of
the annual honors are chosen by a panel
of faculty and students.

Gathercoal joined the George Fox
faculty in 1993. She previously

taught at Indiana University-Purdue Uni-
versity at Indianapolis. She completed
her undergraduate work at Franklin &
Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa., then
earned both master’s and doctoral
degrees in development psychology at
Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Among her areas of expertise are per-
ception and memory, face perception and
recognition, mental retardation, vision
development in infants, and Quaker
(Friends) higher education.

Robin Baker, vice president for
academic affairs, announced Gather-
coal’s award.

“The students who nominated Kath-
leen emphasized her thoroughness and
attention to detail, and particularly her
openness to students,” said Baker.

“She cares. She really does,” says
Brandy Liebscher, who earned bache-
lor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in
psychology at George Fox. She has
known Gathercoal for seven years and
has long been impressed by her profes-
sor’s desire to help students succeed.

“Everyone I know really loves her,”
says Rachele Floyd, who also earned a
master’s degree in psychology at George
Fox and is now in the doctoral program.
“In class, she’s very open to taking any
kind of suggestions that people have.
She’s also very frank in telling us that
she’s not an expert in everything. She’s
more of a research psychologist, so
she’ll ask us questions about the more
clinical aspects.”

“She’s very, very genuine,” says Lieb-
scher. “There’s not an arrogant bone in
her body, but she’s very confident in what
she is good at. There’s a humility there
that deeply impacted my development.”
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