
Social Work Regulations  

Below are multiple jurisdictions and their 





Associate Clinical 
Social Worker 

ACSW Master of Social Work



Licensed Bachelors 
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Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker 



Licensed Social 
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Licensed 
Independent Social 
Worker 

LISW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work 

Required, number of 
hours not specified 

Clinical 
 



Certified Social 
Worker 

CSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work 

Required, number of 
hours not specified 

Masters 
 

Licensed Social 
Worker 1 







Licensed Social 
Work Associate 1 

LSWA1 Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor 
of Science 

 
Associates Associate Exam Required 



Social Service 
Technician 1 

SST1 Associate Degree in Social 
Work 

350 hours Exam Not 
Required 

 

Social Service 
Technician 2 

SST2 2 years of college with 4 
courses in human services 
or HS Diploma 

2000 hours Exam Not 
Required 

 

Social Service 
Technician 3 

SST3 Not specified 2000 hours Exam Not 
Required 

 

Limited Social 
Service Technician 

LSST 2 years of college 
 

Exam Not 
Required 
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Licensed 
Independent Clinical 
Social Worker 

LICSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work, 
PhD in Social Work 

4000 hours Clinical 
 

Licensed 
Independent Social 
Worker 

LISW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work, 
PhD in Social Work 

4000 hours Advanced 
Generalist 

 

Licensed Graduate 
Social Worker 
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Licensed Certified 
Social Worker 

LCSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work, 
PhD in Social Work 

24 months Advanced 
Generalist, 
Clinical 

The exam required depends on the path of supervision selected by the license 
applicant. Only a licensed certified social workers who has completed clinical 
supervision and taken the ASWB clinical exam may hold himself/herself out to 
the public as a “clinical social worker.” ” A licensed certified social worker who 
have completed supervision and taken the ASWB advanced exam shall not 
present themselves as a “clinical social worker.” 

Licensed Master 
Social Worker 

LMSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work, 
PhD in Social Work 

 
Masters 

 

Licensed Social 
Worker 

LSW Bachelor of Social Work 
 

Bachelors 
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Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker 

LCSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work 

3000 hours Clinical 
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Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker 

LCSW 



Certified Master 
Social Worker 

CMSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work 

3000 hours Advanced 
Generalist, 
Clinical 

Applicants should only take the Advanced Generalist exam if they do not intend 
to seek the Licensed Mental Health Practitioner (Clinical) license. 
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Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker 

LCSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work 

3000 hours Clinical 
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Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker 



Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker 

LCSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work, 
PhD in Social Work 

3000 hours Clinical



Licensed Social 
Worker-
Administration 

LSW-
ADM 

Master of Social Work 4000 hours Advanced 
Generalist 

 

Licensed Social 



Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker 

LCSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work 



Licensed Master 
Social Worker 

LMSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work 

 





Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker 

LCSW Master of Social Work, 
Doctorate of Social Work 
with Clinical Focus 

4000 hours Clinical 
 

Certified Social 
Worker 

CSW 



Licensed Master's 
Social Worker 

LMSW Master of Social Work 
 

Masters 
 

Licensed 
Baccalaureate Social 
Worker 

LBSW Bachelor of Social Work 
 

Bachelors 
 

Associate Social 
Worker 

ASW Bachelor of Social Work 
 

Exam Not 
Required 

 

 





 
 
 
 
 

Certified Social 
Worker 

CSW Bachelor of Social Work, 
Master of Social Work 

 
Bachelors 

 


